John St. John
September 28, 1957 - August 11, 2019

Rittman -- John St. John, age 61, of Rittman, formerly of Smithville, passed away on
Sunday, August 11, 2019, at Summa Barberton Hospital, following a period of declining
health.
John was born on September 28, 1957, in Bellaire, Ohio. When he was 2 years old, he
was adopted and raised by the late Marcus and Mary (Hudson) St. John. John graduated
from Smithville High School with the class of 1976 and he married Cindy Stromack on
May 31, 1980 at the Rittman United Methodist Church. Cindy died on November 1, 2012.
He worked as a Maintenance Mechanic for Morton Salt for 37 years, retiring in 2013.
John was a member of the United Steel Workers Union. He enjoyed working the chain
gang for Rittman High School football games, watching Westerns, and watching his
daughters play sports. He was known as the “chessmaster” to many of his friends and
family. John also loved history, especially in regards to the Civil War, and could often be
found reading books and watching documentaries about that time period in American
history. He was best friends with his wife Cindy, and a part of him died along with her
when she passed away 7 years ago. Though his daughters and grandchildren are grieving
his loss, they are celebrating for John that he is able to be with Cindy again.
Surviving are three daughters, Jessica (Donald II) Fox of Rittman, Jeanne (Rudy) Arnold
of Apison, TN, and Jillian St. John of Rittman; and three grandchildren, Myles Fox,
Mackenzie Fox, and Maverick Arnold.
He was preceded in death by his wife and his parents.
Per John’s wishes, cremation will take place and there will be no funeral service.
Friends and family may call from 5-7pm on Wednesday, August 14, at Knupp Church (in
Rittman Cemetery), 14300 Decourcey Rd., Rittman for a celebration of life gathering. In

keeping with John’s laid-back personality, the family asks that you dress casually and
come as you are.
Auble-Gillman Funeral Home in Rittman is handling the arrangements. Online registry and
expressions of condolence may be made at the funeral home's web site at
www.gillmanfuneralhome.com.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial contributions be made to Auble-Gillman
Funeral Home, 360 W. Sunset Dr., Rittman, OH 44270 in John’s name to defray
expenses.

Events
AUG
14

Celebration of Life Gathering05:00PM - 07:00PM
Knupp Church (in Rittman Cemetery)
14300 Decourcey Rd., Rittman, OH, US, 44270

Comments

“

Deepest sympathies to the family for your loss. I had really enjoyed getting to know
John and working with him at Morton Salt.

Janet Lee - August 16 at 07:48 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of John St. John.

August 13 at 08:47 PM

“

Joy L Becker lit a candle in memory of John St. John

joy l becker - August 13 at 01:16 PM

“

john goes way back with us when i lived in orrville. no doubt he knew the friesel boys who
of course was my brothers. so sorry to hear of his passing. god bless the family in their time
of loss.
joy l becker - August 13 at 01:18 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John St. John.

August 13 at 06:49 AM

“

Worked with John at Morton Salt allways a good time working with him so sorry to
hear

Harvey Shook - August 12 at 08:27 PM

