Gayle Cree Norris
April 16, 1940 - January 25, 2019

Gayle Cree Norris, age 78, of Orrville, died Friday, January 25, 2019, at his home in
Orrville, following a period of declining health.
Gayle was born on April 16, 1940, in Winfield, Kansas, to the late Melvin and Marjorie
(Wells) Norris, graduated from Haven (Kansas) High School in 1958, and then graduated
from Kansas State University in 1961 with a Bachelor of Arts in Physical Sciences. He
married Ethel M. Sell on March 27, 1993, in Rocky Ford, CO. Ethel survives.
He served in the Peace Corps. in Tunisia, North Africa, and previously worked in Mexico,
Rocky Ford, CO, and spent 12 years in Memphis, TN. He moved back to Orrville in 1988
to finish his career with the J.M. Smucker Company for 33 years, retiring in 2004.
Gayle was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church where he was active in the
Methodist Men and served as a sound technician. He was also a member of the Lion's
Club for 35 years, and the Institute of Food Technology. He enjoyed traveling and
spending time with his family. Gayle was also a pilot and had enjoyed flying.
Surviving in addition to his wife, Ethel, are his foster son, Ron (Samantha) Turner of Aiken,
SC; four grandchildren, Destiny Kocher, Courtney (Brandon) Tripp, Autumn Turner, and
Tristan Cree Turner; four great grandchildren, Grayson, Kendal, Mason, and Madison
Tripp; and a sister, Patsy Holland of Oklahoma City, OK.
He was preceded in death by a son, Douglas Gayle Norris, and an infant daughter, Diane
Marie Norris; a brother, Robert Norris; and a sister, Donna Norris.
Memorial services will be held at 11:00 AM on April 5, 2019, at Trinity United Methodist
Church, 1556 Rex Drive, Orrville, with the Rev. Dr. David Rittgers officiating.
Friends may call during a luncheon at the church following the service.

Auble Funeral Home in Orrville is assisting the family with arrangements. Online registry
and expressions of condolence may be made at the funeral home's web site at
www.aublefuneralhome.com.
Memorials may be made to Trinity United Methodist Church Memorial Fund, 1556 Rex
Drive, Orrville, Ohio 44667.

Comments

“

Ethel----

Please accept Nancy and my deepest sympathies on the passing of Gayle. He was
one of my best friends in high school and we spent a lot of time together "growing
up"...
We regret the lost opportunity to visit with both you and Gayle at our resent 60th high
school reunion in Haven. We were aware of Gayle's illness but were hoping you
might be able to attend.
Again, our deepest condolences and please know that our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family.
Pete and Nancy Mueller
2/9/2019

Peter W Mueller - February 09 at 10:40 AM

“

Joy L Becker lit a candle in memory of Gayle Cree Norris

joy l becker - February 03 at 11:38 AM

“

Ethel & Family:
Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time of loss. May the many special
memories you have gathered sustain you during this time. God's Blessings, Julie
(Leathers) & Mark Stahl

Julie Leathers Stahl - January 31 at 11:35 AM

“

Dearest Ethel and family, We send our deepest and sincerest sympathies on the
passing of Gayle. What a kind and gentle man he was. We will always picture you
two sitting directly in front of us in church. Please know you are in our thoughts and
prayers at this most difficult time. All our love and sympathies, Jim and Maggie
Weeman and family

Jim Margaret Weeman - January 28 at 04:46 PM

“

Ethel and family,
All of you are in my thoughts and prayers. Gayle was wonderful to me. He gave me
rides to and from Trinity Church. We had many good talks about airplanes and flying.
I learned a lot from Gayle. I appreciate the times we spent together. I miss him, too.
May the good Lord bless all of you in your family. Kevin Breeden - Wooster Ohio
(now).

Dennis Rinehart - January 28 at 11:21 AM

“

Ethel and family, so very sorry to hear of Gayle’s passing. Always such a good
neighbor when you were in our neighborhood and just a nice man. Our thoughts are
with you all. Dave and Nancy Handwerk

Dave Handwerk - January 27 at 04:29 PM

“

Ethel,
I am so sorry for your loss, may the memories help you through this difficult time.
Gayle was a good man and will be watching over you.
Sandy Luchette Holland

Sandy Holland - January 27 at 10:33 AM

“

Ethel sorry to hear about your loss. Sending prayers to you and your famly.
Debbie Specht (former Dunlap employee)

Debbie L Specht - January 26 at 07:10 PM

“

I worked with Gayle at Smuckers in late 90's. He was always such a pleasure to work
with and so kind and helpful. My regards to the family during this difficult time!
Blessings, Wendy Stoller

Wendy - January 26 at 06:20 PM

