Dean Wilbur Berkey
April 21, 1928 - April 13, 2018

Orrville -- Dean Wilbur Berkey, age 89, of Orrville, passed away peacefully on Friday, April
13, 2018, at Aultman Orrville Hospital.
Dean was born on April 21, 1928, in Sterling, to the late Grover and Nancy (Stuckey)
Berkey and graduated from Smithville High School in 1946 where he was President of his
class all four years. He married Eleanor West on August 5, 1951, in Creston and worked
as a petroleum distributor for SOHIO and BP in Orrville and Wooster for over 50 years,
retiring in 1999.
Dean was an active member of Augsburg Lutheran Church where he served on council,
attended Men in Mission, sang in the choir and helped with various activities including the
Tuesday Sack Lunch Ministries. He liked good Gospel and sacred music, sang in the
Debonair's Quartet in school, and the church choir while wintering in Texas. Dean also
liked Dixieland music and was a drummer for the Mel Stocksdale Square Dance Band. He
enjoyed playing his collection of piano rolls, making stained glass artwork, and playing
cards. He also enjoyed traveling the states and abroad, and taking cruises. In his antique
cars he also liked to travel with members of the Antique Auto Club of America, Canton
Chapter, where he was an active member for over 50 years. Dean thoroughly enjoyed
working in his farm woods and preparing the picnic area for the many gatherings attended
by friends and family.
Dean was a loving husband to Eleanor, and loved his children and grandchildren. In
addition to his wife Eleanor, he is survived by four children, Harold (Donna) Berkey of
Orrville, John (Denise) Berkey of Orrville, Mark (Joanne) Berkey of Lakeland, FL, and
Kaylyn (Ray) Dolak of Navarre; eight grandchildren, Nathan (Tara) Berkey of Dalton,
Tyson (Holly Giauque) Berkey of Wooster, Sommer (Michael) Alexander of Orrville,
Amanda (Nate) Yoder of Wooster, Ryan Berkey of Orrville, Kristina (Kyle) Prater of
Bartow, FL, Kimberly (Todd) Churchill of St. Johns, FL, and Kevin Berkey of Wooster; two
step-grandchildren, Sarah Dolak, and Joe Dolak, both of Canton; 18 great grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by infant son, Robert Matthew Berkey; and a brother, Robert
Berkey.
Private graveside services will be held at Crown Hill Cemetery at the convenience of the
family with Pastor John Furno officiating.
A public memorial service will be held on August 4, 2018, at 11:00 am, at Augsburg
Lutheran Church, 140 W. Water Street, Orrville.
Auble Funeral Home in Orrville is handling the arrangements. Online registry and
expressions of condolence may be made at the funeral home's web site at
www.aublefuneralhome.com.
Memorials may be made to Augsburg Lutheran Church, 140 West Water Street, Orrville,
OH, 44667.
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Comments

“

I am so very sorry to hear of your fathers passing. My heart goes out to the entire
Berkey family.
Lola Phillips

Lola Phillips - April 21, 2018 at 09:30 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Berkey family.
With deepest sympathy.
Mark & Susan Petit

Susan K Petit - April 20, 2018 at 10:15 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dean Wilbur Berkey.

April 19, 2018 at 10:56 PM

“

Eleanor and family,
So sorry for your loss. I will always have fond memories of Dean on Canton Chapter
and Ohio Region tours including a great one this past October along with the
evenings long ago in Roscoe Village listening to Mike and I or Fred and Larry playing
Ragtime and Dixieland. I am sure Dean is now on a tour in the 31 Buick following
Ray Dodds in the 26 Chrysler to a Dixieland Music Show.
Tom and Linda Muth

Tom Muth - April 19, 2018 at 04:23 PM

“

To The Family and Friends of Dean
You have MY Deepest Sympathy
So Sorry Eleanor for your loss
My Prayers and Thoughts go all out to you
God Bless All of you
Norma(Beery)Spence
Hudson,Ohio

Norma(Beery)Spence - April 19, 2018 at 03:49 PM

“

To Dean's Family....You have our sympathy and prayers. We are sure you have
many good memories. Sincerely, Randall and Marlys Zeigler, Marshallville

The Zeigler's - April 17, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

Eleanor and family,
We are so saddened with the passing of Dean. We will miss his quiet sense of humor
and his sly little smile. Our neighborhood has lost a great man. We couldn't have
asked for better neighbors and share your grief. Please know that you all are in our
thoughts.
Sincerely,
Dave and Carolyne
Elliott, Jennica, Alexander and Ezekiel

Dave and Carolyne Haynes - April 16, 2018 at 09:56 PM

“

Cherished Memories was purchased for the family of Dean Wilbur Berkey.

April 16, 2018 at 03:02 PM

“

When the family gathered this morning...I shared with them the news that Dean had
gone ahead to heaven's door. Every one was shocked since we had not known of
the
recent illness. But then we began to remember the fun times and how his smile could
light a room. We talked about some of our visits to Ohio and y'll, s visits to South
Texas
and soon we were sharing the good times and laughter we shared, the card games,
and
so forth. May God in His mercy and love share His peace and love with you all at this
time. Please know we care and and indeed have walked this pathway. With love,
Anna and the Fike family

ANNA R FIKE - April 16, 2018 at 12:32 PM

“

Mrs. Berkey, Harold and family, So sorry to hear of Mr. Berkey's passing. He was so
nice to talk to at Buehler's. He will be greatly missed by all. May God give you peace
and comfort. Karen Fittler

Karen Fittler - April 16, 2018 at 11:47 AM

“

My Mom and Dad told me a lot of stories about Dean and Eleanor. They thought the
world of them. And when my parents felt that way, I knew Dean and Eleanor were
very special people. Wish I could say more, but my eyes are watering too much to go
on. Take care, Dean. say hi to Mom and Dad for me. Eleanor, Judy and I will be
along soon to see you. John

John Moffett - April 16, 2018 at 01:00 AM

“

Thinking of you Eleanor and the Berkey family. Dave and I remember all the picnics
we had with the old Michaels Bakery gang. He will be remembered for his great smile
and his kindness. God Bless You. Mary Lee & Dave Maiwurm

david maiwurm - April 15, 2018 at 05:45 PM

“

Our prayers are with Eleanor and the Berkey family. We shared many wonderful
times and memoies with the Berkey family through the Canton Chapter Antique
Automobile Club. We presently reside in middle Tennessee and regret that we will be
unable to physically attend calling hours. While Dean is gone he will not be forgotten.
RC and Marilyn Hunkins, Shelbyville, Tn.

RC and Marilyn Hunkins - April 15, 2018 at 04:25 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to Eleanor, Kay, and the entire Berkey family. I have many
fond memories growing up neighbors on Rohrer Road. Dean- affectionally known as
"Deano" was always there for us when we were kids building our snow forts or
sleeping outdoors or towing our car with always a cheery kind word. We will surely
miss the presence of a truly loveable and kind person. Love and Prayers, Lisa Ross
Chalk

Lisa Chalk - April 15, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

I have distinct memories of Dean Berkey coming to our farm near Kidron to deliver
gas and knowing my dad and Dean would be talking for a long time! He always
seemed to have a smile and a gentle spirit. I have been gone from the community for
almost 50 years but his name is one I always remember.
Blessings....Elaine Nussbaum Short

Elaine Short - April 15, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

Harold and family our sympathies for your loss. Dave and Nancy Handwerk

Dave Handwerk - April 15, 2018 at 01:02 PM

“

So sorry for your loss

Ron Leach - April 15, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

I am so sorry for the loss of Dean. I remember Dean and Eleanor from my many
years at Augsburg Lutheran Church!! Such wonderful and awesome family!! My
thoughts and prayers are with your family!! May God give you comfort and peace
during this very difficult time!!

Renee Schaffter Helms - April 15, 2018 at 07:41 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Kaylyn and the entire family on your loss of Mr Berkey.
Many fond memories of seeing him driving and enjoying his antique cars especially.

David Shilling - April 14, 2018 at 09:17 PM

“

My prayers for my Aunt Eleanor and her entire family. Uncle Dean was an incredible
person. Our loss is Heaven’s gain.
Mark and Julie Leathers Stahl

Julie Leathers Stahl - April 14, 2018 at 06:53 PM

